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Aerospace Education /| Emergency
Services Workshop

®

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP, Wing PAO
Maj. David Small, Jr., CAP, Wing Chief of Staff
Lt. Col. Bill Collister, CAP, Wing Aerospace Education Officer

Twenty eight SDWG members took part in
a joint Aerospace Education (AE) — Emergency
Services (ES) workshop held in Pierre from
Thursday, 7 August, to Saturday, 9 August.

Maj. David Small supervised nine cadets in
CAP’s Model Rocketry Program at the Pierre
airport. Four cadets, Cadet Tech. Sgt. Austin
Rauscher, Cadet Airman Nick Kochutin, Cadet
2nd Lt. Jared Doyle and Cadet Master Sgt. Josiah
Huntington, completed all three phases of the model
rocketry program to earn the coveted CAP rocketry
badge. Rockets were launched near the airport on
Saturday with a single stage rocket constructed
and flown by Cadet Master Sgt. Josiah Huntington
reaching a measured altitude of 383.98 feet.

Winners of the CAP Model Rocketry Badge (L-R) Cadet
Master Sgt. Josiah Huntington, Cadet 2nd Lt. Jared
Doyle, Cadet Tech. Sgt. Austin Rauscher, Cadet Airman
Nick Kochutin.

Cadet 1st Lt. Sullivan Busch, under the super-
vision of Wing Director of Operations Maj. Nick
Gengler, led 16 Cadets and one Senior Member
in a field training exercise focused on the skills
employed by CAP ground search and rescue
teams. Search and rescue teams were formed and

A model rocket launches into the sky during hands-on
aerospace education.

deployed for realistic training scenarios.

We had special guests fly in from the North
Dakota Wing in a FLIR-equipped CAP Cessna-
182. The Forward Looking Infrared Radar is excel-
lent for locating the heat signature of individuals at
night or in heavy cover. NDWG pilots Capt. Dan
Villas and Lt. Graham Frost and FLIR operator

The balsa wood and glider aviation crew with guest.
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North Dakota Wing FLIR operator Capt. Daryl Billick
explains operation of the sensor to cadets.
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Capt. Daryl Billick set up a static display of the
FLIR Cessna-182 at the Pierre airport and several
cadets got to operate the sensors.

On Friday and Saturday Capt. Gary Dettman
taught the intricacies of flight fundamentals and
control to a group of eight cadets. Utilizing STEM
kits sent by CAP National HQ the group built
rubber band powered balsa wood aircraft and
tested changing various aspects of flight dynam-
ics and flight configurations. Capt. Dettman also
supervised the cadets as they assembled and, after
training on a remote control aircraft simulator,
flew a remote controlled powered glider with a
six foot wingspan. The model operated at a range
of nearly a quarter mile and performed loops and
other acrobatic maneuvers.

Also on Friday, cadets and seniors toured the
South Dakota National Guard Museum where
Wing Historian Maj. Todd Epp had just opened

Lt. Col. Collister musters the troops for some close
order drill.

A ground search team takes a break between training
scenarios.

the new SDWG exhibit. The opening of the
exhibit was further highlighted as Wing Aerospace
Education Officer Lt. Col. Buck DeWeese, with
the assistance of other SDWG members, manned
tables for airplane building, model rocketry and
parachuting to entertain and educate three groups
of Pierre Boys and Girls Club members from K-
4th Grade and their parents and teachers, approxi-
mately 60 people. Maj. Epp thrilled the crowd with
demonstration flights of his quadcopter.

The children loved making straw rockets,
parachutes and paper airplanes. Lt. Col. DeWeese
answered many aerospace questions from children
and adults. The highlight, however, may have
been when Lt. Col. DeWeese put a group of Boys
and Girls Club kids through close order drills and
marched them around the museum while they were
dressed in military garb. The children loved it. Lt.
Col. DeWeese had them whipped into shape in
short order. 8

Visiting “troops” render a hand salute.



Commander’s Corner

By Lt. Col. Rick Larson

South Dakota Wing Vice Commander

“This has to be a record!” I said to South
Dakota Wing Commander Col. John Seten. “In my
many years of CAP involvement, I’ve never seen
this level of commitment from so many members
in such a few months”. The boss agreed. If you
can’t believe it, just review the latest issues of our
monthly Skychaser electronic newsletter. During
the past several months, SDWG CAP members
provided critical situational awareness and assisted
other response agencies as tornados and flooding
hit the region. Another June tasking aided a miss-
ing person search in Butte County. SDCAP sup-
ported major USAF missions such as air defense
intercept, flown thousands of miles in seven
different states during low-level route surveys,
and conducted two search and rescue training
missions. Our aircrews continue to support state
wildlife tracking efforts with regular missions,
the latest in tracking bobcat and elk. We patrolled
the skies high above the largest Christian music
festival in the nation, assisting local authorities.
The Big Sioux cyber-security team in Brookings
earned top CAP team honors in the annual
CyberPatriot competition. Cadets proudly marched
in several community parades, attended the Joint
Dakota Encampment at Camp Grafton, ND; Our
Color Guards presented Old Glory at many events.
Several Cadets attended flight academies and those
at National Blue Beret activity earned the coveted
St. Albans pin for wear on their distinctive berets.

Other events such as supporting thel14th
Fighter Wing Family Day “Wings and Wheels”
show and the recent attack response exercise

go far towards cementing the “One Force”
team. Our crews represented CAP at Ellsworth
AFB’s Open House, showing AF members
and their families CAP aircraft and capabili-
ties, and at the Rapid City Regional Airport
Open House supporting the Hayward Air Rally.
Aerospace Education was busy too, with glider
operations and a record amount of powered ori-
entation flying statewide. We handcrafted and
launched model rockets during the Aerospace
Weekend in Pierre. Maj. Todd Epp worked with
the state National Guard Museum in Pierre to
develop and present the first ever CAP display!

I’m sure I’ve missed other equally impressive
events and accomplishments!

The take always? For the second time in three
years SDWG received the North Central Region’s
award for excellence in Search and Rescue and
Disaster Response. A first ever “highly effective”
rating from the U.S. Air Force for our search and
rescue teams, and despite our small size earning
“top-ten” status in the nation for aircraft utilization!
I challenge any other CAP member from any other
Wing to have that much to brag about in ten years....
and SDWG did all that in six months. Wow!

Our Wing members exemplify excellence in
all that they do, putting service before self and
integrity first. South Dakotans to the core. Your
continuing efforts and successes make South
Dakota Wing the best of the best! Col. Seten and
I are humbled to have the opportunity to lead such
outstanding Americans! Keep CAPing! e



Tops in CAP

The evenin ought a special
honor to the Big Si posite Squadron in
Brookings. We were pleased to have two guests
present representing the Air Force Association;
Mr. Ron Mielke, President of the Air Force
Association in South Dakota, and Mr. Ed Revell,
President of AFA’s Sioux Falls “Dacotah Chapter”
visit us. They came to present the “Civil Air Patrol
Champion Award” to the squadron’s Cyber-
Security Team. The team earned this significant
honor by coming in first of the 320 CAP teams that
took part in CyberPatriot-VI.

CyberPatriot-VI, the annual Air Force
Association’s national cyber-defense competition
that challenges high-school students to resolve
real-life cyber-security situations began in mid-
November 2013.
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(L-R) Mr. Revell, Cadet Senior Airman Zebadiah
Nelson, Cadet Capt. Joshua Klosterman, Cadet Chief
Master Sgt. Chris Dinnel, Coach Cadet 2nd Lt. Tyler
Gross, Mr. Mielke

During two online qualification rounds the
Big Sioux team faced realistic computer network
threats at their home location seeking out weak-
nesses in simulated online networks and working
to defend those networks from threat scenarios. A
Cisco networking challenge was also a part of the
competition. The team was scored according to
how quickly and effectively they established and
maintained the secure networks. The Big Sioux
team was one of only 44 teams to advance to the
semifinals held in January 2014. In the semifi-
nals they faced similar but more complex and

Members of the Big Sioux Composite Squadron Cyber-
Security Team were (L-R) Cadet Amn Zebadiah Nelson,
Cadet Capt. Joshua Klosterman, Cadet Master Sgt.
Chris Dinnel, Cadet Master Sgt. Laura Rudnik and
team coach the then Cadet 2nd Lt. Tyler Gross. Not
shown are team member Cadet Airman Josiah Jorenby
and team mentor the then Lt. Shannon Hofer.

sophisticated computer network threats. After an
exceptional performance in the semifinals, the Big
Sioux Composite Squadron team was named one
of 14 All Service Division national finalists and
received an all-expenses-paid trip to the National
Finals competition in Maryland.

For the third year in a row, Big Sioux’s Cyber-
Security Team returned to Washington, D.C. in
March 2014, to compete in the national cham-
pionship round. At the National Finals, the only
in-person round, the Big Sioux team competed
to defend virtual networks and mobile devices
from a professional aggressor team. The National
Finalists also faced-off in three additional compe-
tition components: the Digital Cyber Crime Scene
Challenge and the Cisco Networking Challenge,
both of which returned from previous seasons, and
the Digital Forensics Challenge. These extra chal-
lenges broaden the cyber-security experience and
expose teams to new elements of the many career
opportunities available to them.

Within CyberPatriot-VI’s All Services Division
the squadron’s Cyber-Security team placed seventh
out of the 864 teams in the division.

The Air Force Association (AFA), the spon-
soring organization, is a non-profit, independent,
professional military and aerospace education asso-
ciation. Its mission is to promote a dominant United
States Air Force and a strong national defense, and
to honor Airmen and our Air Force Heritage. AFA
has 200 chapters nationally and internationally
representing more than 100,000 members. 8



Aircraft “SAVE” at Spearfish

By Lt. Col. Rodney “Buck” DeWeese, CAP
Wing Director of Aerospace Education

Hurricanes don’t hap-
pen too often in the Black
Hills. However, on Thursday
evening, 26 June 2014, in
Spearfish, weather conditions
rivaled the storms usually seen
at lower latitudes. A line of
severe thunderstorms produced

peak winds of 69 mph at the
Spearfish airport; with sus-
tained gusts not much less than
that. Winds were clocked at 80 mph west of town
in the same weather event.

The Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron
in Spearfish was in the midst of its regular meet-
ing while the howling winds rattled the squadron
building. At one point Cadet Chief Master Sgt.
Connor Caneva stepped out onto the small porch
to peer at the angry skies. He noticed that a big,
twin-engine Cessna-421 had come adrift and
was rolling backwards across the ramp toward a
row of parked cars. The aircraft had been parked
across the direction of the wind. The force of the
wind weather-vaned the plane, putting the nose
into the wind, and caused it to jump the wooden
wheel chocks. The Cessna then began to be blown
backwards. The forecast had apparently under-pre-
dicted the storm’s intensity and the plane wasn’t
tied down.

Lt. Col. Buck DeWeese and Cadet Chief
Master Sgt. Rosby joined Cadet Caneva in running
over to the scene. Their combined efforts man-
aged to bring the aircraft to a halt just short of the
parked cars. They re-chocked the aircraft’s wheels
so it would not move, then the cadets took some
clothesline type cord and braided it into a strong
tie-down ropes to help secure the aircraft from the
high wind. As a result the very expensive aircraft
and some pricy automobiles were not damaged.
After the aircraft had been secured the airport man-
ager was called and the information passed along.

Though the Cessna-421 “rescue” was unex-

The aircraft CAP “saved” at Spearfish.

pected and was not associated with a specific
mission as such, the CAP members were happy to
participate in this “save,” that prevented airplane
and automobile owners from untold inconvenience
and expense. &



Big Sioux River Flooding Survey Mission

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP
Wing PAO

A week of severe weather in mid-June included
torrential rain that produced wide-spread flood-
ing in the East River area. The state Office of
Emergency Management requested the Civil Air
Patrol’s South Dakota Wing conduct an aerial
photographic survey on 19 June along the Big
Sioux River from Sioux Falls to where it meets
the Missouri River. Later in the day the Federal
Emergency Management Agency requested that
the photos of the flooding also be sent to them.
What began as state tasking changed into a federal
disaster relief mission.

Prior to receipt of the official mission task-
ing, Wing Commander Col. John Seten and
Capt. Neil Schmid of the Sioux Falls Composite
Squadron flew a training flight over the Big Sioux
and Rock Rivers in South Dakota, Minnesota

and Iowa to assess the scope and parameters of
the official mission.

Once official tasking had been received a
Cessna-182T from the Sioux Falls Composite
Squadron was assigned the mission. The aircraft
departed Sioux Falls Regional Airport at approxi-
mately 9:00am for the two hour sortie. The CAP
aircrew consisted of Capt. Matt Meert (Mission
Pilot), Capt. Karla West (Mission Scanner) and Lt.
Robert Hinkhouse (Mission Observer). Capt. Neil
Schmid served as the SDWG Incident Commander
for the mission.

Over 250 photos were taken showing the flow,
the spread of the flood waters and the damage
caused. The photos were uploaded for federal and
state emergency management officials’ analysis and
assessment. Photo used with permission of FEMA. &

View of a flooded area along the Big Sioux River near Sioux Falls.



Pierre Cadet Attends CAP Flight Academy
in Mankato, MN

By Lt. Col. Tam Gatje, CAP

Pierre Composite Squadron

Cadet Technical Sergeant Hannah Becker of
Pierre, a member of the South Dakota Wing’s
Pierre Composite Squadron, attended the North
Central Region Joint Flight Academy held near
Mankato, MN from 11-19 July. She was one of
a number of CAP cadets from the South Dakota,
Minnesota, Missouri, California and Florida
Wings who participated.

The flight academy consisted of two schools,
one for powered flight and one for gliding. Both
schools provided students an excellent start to
becoming pilots licensed by the FAA.

Cadet Becker attended the powered flight
school. During the school the cadets experienced
two sessions of flying each day and two sessions
of ground school. Both are requirements to suc-
cessfully complete the FAA’s written and flying
tests. Volunteer certified flight instructors taught
the knowledge and skills the cadets will need. In
addition, the instructors provided assistance in
obtaining a FAA Type 3 Medical Certificate.

Cadet Becker commented that the high points
of the academy were (especially) the flying and
talking to other cadets about flying and “other

Cadet Tech. Sgt.
Hannah Becker at
the controls during
[flight training at the |
Jjoint flight academy.

stuff”. On the low end she thought the weather
delays were the worst - having to hurry up and
wait for good weather. Each of the ten cadets in the
powered flight school successfully completed their
supervised solo.

Cadets flying in the glider school received up
to 25 flights and 25 hours of ground school instruc-
tion. They also completed their supervised gliding
solo and two cadets completed their regular glid-
ing solo.

When not actively flying or attending ground
school, the cadets received a

Cadet Becker relaxes with some of her fellow cadet student pilots.

briefing and tour by one of
the pilots of Mayo Clinic’s
“Mayo One” emergency medi-
cal helicopter who described
their day-to-day operation. They
also had the opportunity to tour
two French Dassault Aviation
business jets, a Falcon-20 and a
Falcon-50, that are operated by
North Star Aviation in Mankato.
The flight academy par-
ticipants stayed in the dormi-
tories of Gustavus Adolphus
College in St. Peter, MN.
Meal service was provided by
the college’s cafeteria. 8
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WWII CAP Congressional Gold
Medal Update

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP
Wing PAO

On 30 May, President Obama signed Senate
Bill 309 into law. The bill awards a Congressional
Gold Medal to Civil Air Patrol for its service
during World War II. This marks the first major
recognition that CAP’s members have received
for their WWII service. The legislation recog-
nizes the volunteer service of more than 120,000
men, women and teenagers who joined CAP
immediately before and during the war. Fewer
than 100 of these early members are believed to
be alive today.

CAP was founded December 1, 1941, a week
before the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the United
States’ entry into WWII. Within three months CAP
organizations formed along the Atlantic and Gulf
Coasts to carry out anti-submarine patrols to help
protect the nation by warding off German U-boat
attacks on American oil tankers bound for Allied
nations. Over the next 15 months, CAP members
used their own planes to watch for German subs.
Those patrols accounted for 86,685 missions that
involved 244,600 flight hours and over 24 million
air miles. They sighted 173 submarines, are cred-
ited with dropping bombs that sank two subs, and
located more than 300 survivors of U-boat attacks.

In the interior of the US, CAP’s early members
also took to the skies to patrol the nation’s borders,
tow targets for military training, watch for forest
fires, conduct search and rescue missions, provide
disaster relief, transport people and parts and con-
duct orientation flights for future pilots.

Overall the members of the Civil Air Patrol
logged an estimated 750,000 hours of flight time
during the war, Sixty-four members died in service
during World War II.

More information about CAP’s World War II
service is available at CAP’s Congressional Gold
Medal website at: www.capgoldmedal.com.

A Congressional Gold Medal is to be awarded
collectively to CAP members in recognition of
their service and exemplary record during the
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the U.S. coast during World War 11.

WWII. After presentation the gold medal will go
to the Smithsonian Institution where it will be
available for display and research.

¢ The U.S. Mint, with CAP’s assistance, is work-
ing on several designs. Once these are complete
the best design will be selected. After that, the gold
CGM medal and bronze replicas will be struck.

* Congress, the White House and CAP will agree
on an award ceremony date. A formal CGM
award ceremony is envisioned for early 2015 in
Washington, in the Rotunda of the Capitol with
a special presentation ceremony later that day
for veterans/families receiving the bronze replica
medals. Veterans/families of veterans (who have
already passed) not able to travel to Washington
can receive replica medals in their home state at a
later date.

To receive a replica medal a CAP veteran (or
families of those who’ve passed) must be listed
and validated as having been in CAP during
WWII. List new names at http://capmembers.
com/cap_national_hg/goldmedal/ on the link “Add
Gold Medal Candidate”. All entries must contain
current contact information for either the veteran
member or their family. #



CAP Supports 114th Fighter Wing Exercise

By SDANG SMSgt Richard Larson, 114th Fighter Wing Emergency Manager,
(CAP Lt. Col., South Dakota Wing Vice Commander)

In keeping with one of CAP’s core missions,
support of the USAF, six members of the Sioux
Falls Composite Squadron recently played a criti-
cal role in a way that benefitted both CAP and the
airmen of the 114th Fighter Wing of the South
Dakota Air National Guard at Joe Foss Field in
Sioux Falls.

Playing the part of injured airmen, the CAP
members were made up as “moulage” victims,
simulating injuries sustained as participants in the
Guard’s attack response exercise. Led by CAP
Captain Jerry Foy, himself an ANG veteran, the
CAP crew underwent an extreme makeover by
ANG medics from the 114th Medical Group. ANG
Lieutenant Colonel Larry DeBuhr and his staff had
a mission to assess Guard member’s ability to per-
form self-aid and buddy care throughout the event,
held on Saturday, 6 September. That’s where the
CAP crew came in.

The CAP crew arrived on base and was mou-
laged with various simulated injuries, ranging
from minor to major; burns, lacerations, amputa-
tions - all the trappings of a disaster. The crew
then broke up into groups led by inspectors who
traveled with the “wounded” throughout the base
during exercise incidents.

The teams presented the “victims” in various
work centers, gauging the response to the casual-
ties, and assessing proper procedures to address

Emergency Operation Center prior to the exercise. In the photo (L-R)
CAP Lt. Melanie Schuppan, Cadet AAirman 1st Class Kyle Clement,
Cadet Airman Christopher Schuppan, Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Austin
Cole, Cadet Chief Master Sgt. Nicholas Nash, CAP Capt. Jerry Foy,
USANG SMSgt (CAP Lt. Col.) Rick Larson, EOC Manager, and
USANG Maj. Kevin Miller, EOC Director.

Four CAP “casualties” in moulage for the exercise.

the injuries. In CAP’s
emergency services
role, the members also
benefited from experi-
encing the responses,
which can also be valu-
able in day-to-day life.
The CAP “victims”
were treated by ANG
members who learned
hands-on procedures.
Fortunately,afterexpert
treatment, everyone
survived the exercise!

Cadet Christopher
Schuppan has rather
gruesome moulage applied
prior to the exercise.

During the day-long event, the
CAP crew was treated to a pizza
lunch provided by Lt. Col. DeBuhr
andatour of the SDANG Emergency
Operations Center, where they saw
how complex responses by air
assets are managed.

Lt. Col. DeBuhr commented
that the dedication and profession-
alism of the CAP members aided
greatly in the exercise evaluation,
and thanked each member for their
involvement. &
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Exercise Falcon Keynote 2014

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP, Wing PAO

SDWG continues to support
the South Dakota Air National
Guard by participating on three
occasions as a target aircraft in
SDANG Exercise Falcon Keynote
2014. The purpose of the exercises
was to provide Sioux Falls’ 114th
Fighter Wing’s alert aircrews
training in aerospace control alert
intercept procedures, a function of
its Homeland Security mission.

A CAP Cessna-172P aircraft, based in Sioux
Falls, acted as the target aircraft. The objective
for the pilots of the F-16s of the 175th Fighter
Squadron was to hone their skills in being able to
quickly and safely intercept and evaluate a slow
moving aircraft that could pose a security risk or

T he “hare and the “hound » SDANG F-16 pzlots wzll practice
intercepting the CAP target aircraft.

that may have inadvertently strayed into restricted
airspace. SDWG is pleased and proud to provide
this cost effective support to SDANG by providing
target aircraft for them to practice air intercept
techniques. CAP partners with the USAF helping
to provide a total force approach to readiness and
enhanced national security. &

Pierre Cadets are All Wet

By Lt. Col. Tam Gatje, CAP
Pierre Composite Squadron

Several cadets and senior members of the Pierre Composite Squadron and a couple of guests partici-

( L-R) Cadets Hannah Becker Brant Malfero
and Margot Pearson cool off under a
waterfall on the Niobrara River raft trip.

pated in a six-hour raft trip down the Nlobrara River in July. Lt. Col. Myra Christensen, Lt. Jon Becker,
: Cadet Tech. Sgt. Hannah Becker, Cadet Airman Brant
Malfero, Cadet Margot Pearson, the parent of one of the
cadets and two former cadets floated down the river from
Berry Bridge to Stan’s Landing.

All was not just fun and frolic. The trip was also used to
practice CAP related training. For example, before leaving
Pierre everyone received a safety briefing on the possible
hazards of the trip. This included water hazards while on the
river, over exposure to the sun, the signs of heat exhaustion/
stroke, the techniques of hot weather first aid and the con-
stant need for good hydration. While en route to the river the
cadets practiced map reading using an “old fashioned” paper
map and plotting their current location using the vehicle’s
onboard GPS navigation system.

All the “floaters” reported that the trip was great fun and
they want to do it again in the future. It was very relaxing
without email or cell phones to worry about. &
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Garmin G400W Aircraft
Navigation System

By Maj. Craig Goodrich, CAP, Rushmore Composite Squadron and
Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP, Wing PAO

To date South Dakota Wing (SDWG) of the
Civil Air Patrol has equipped two of its three
Cessna-172 aircraft with the Garmin Company’s
G400W aircraft navigation system. Our third
Cessna-172 will leave soon for a complete refur-
bishment to include a complete Garmin G500
digital flight system.

The G400W is the least expensive entry into
the use of Wide Area Augmentation (WAAS)
Global Positioning System (GPS) operation.
While the G400W lacks some of the function-
ality, bells and whistles of more expensive
Garmin systems, it offers significantly improved
capability over older aircraft navigation systems.
For example, the G400W offers faster position
calculations and screen updates (5x per second),
improved annunciation, dead reckoning (backup
if the GPS signal is lost) and more informative
status pages. With the G400W, a terrain database
is standard (for improved awareness and safety),
and it provides this information with greater reso-
lution and precision.

So why is all this important to CAP? Well,
WAAS is a fundamental improvement to GPS

l & I __'_-_i,-.,‘_"‘:.‘-‘ '.":,;!If i - 1 ’q
Wide angle view of the aircraft instrument panel
showing the placement of the G400W.

accuracy. By adding a series of ground stations
and geostationary satellites, WAAS GPS is
typically five times more accurate than “regular”
GPS. This means it is now possible to fly from
point to point with greater accuracy, to more pre-
cisely conduct CAP search and rescue grid pat-
terns, it makes instrument flying in low visibility
safer, and it allows an approach into an airport
with no local ground-based navigation aids; an
important aspect to consider in sparsely settled
South Dakota with less sophisticated airports,
airfields and airstrips. The bottom line is that the
Garmin G400W allows CAP pilots to fly with
greater precision and greater safety as we carry
out our emergency services missions.

17



2014 Joint Dakota Cadet
Leadership Encampment

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP, Wing PAO

Each year the South and North Dakota Wings
hold a joint summer encampment for their cadets.
This year the North Dakota Wing hosted the encamp-
ment from 12-20 July at Camp Grafton at Devil’s
Lake, ND about 90 miles west of Grand Forks.

At the encampment, senior ranking cadets
brought the skills learned at squadron, wing,
regional, and national level activities to teach the
younger cadets how to be better leaders. While
the senior member staff present generally let the
cadets run things, they were there as administra-
tors, tutors and mentors.

Ground search team training in tracking aircraft
emergency locator beacons.

Camp Grafton, ND. Sit of the 2014 Joint Dakota Cadet
Leadership Encampment.

Each annual encampment has a theme; for 2014
the theme was the Joint Dakota Cadet Leadership
Encampment (JDCLE). This encampment taught
the techniques of leadership and teamwork and
instilled the spirit of honor, courage, and deter-
mination in the attendees. In keeping with CAP’s
status as official auxiliary of the Air Force the
cadets also learned military customs and courtesies
and drill and ceremonies. In addition, the cadets
got a taste of military life by living in open bay

North Dakota and South Dakota Wings’ participants at the 2014 JDCLE.
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barracks and eating in a military dining facility.
There were obstacle courses to run, repelling tow-
ers to traverse, leadership classes, physical fitness,
and moral leadership guidance. The encampment
ended with “the crucible” — a final test of endur-
ance, and leadership.

Some of the highlights of the encampment were
the cadets flying in a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter
courtesy of the North Dakota Army Guard, and the
use of the Guard’s high-tech small arms marksman-
ship simulator and Humvee operational trainer.

Lt. David Stockinger, of South Dakota Wing’s
Sioux Falls Composite Squadron said, “It was
amazing to watch cadets and senior members from
different parts of the Dakotas come together with
the same purpose to achieve a common objec-
tive”. Cadet Col. William Small, of SDWG’s
Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron, the Cadet
Commander of this year’s JDCLE, said, “It was a
great occasion for new cadets to learn leadership
and discipline.” &

Cadets maneuver on the obstacl
course in a teamwork/problem
solving exercise. i 3

Cadet descending the
rappelling tower.

JDCLE attendees ride in a North Dakota
Guard UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter.

Cadets practice egress
Jrom the ND National
Guard’s Humvee
operational trainer.

Fi, L "} :
Attendees try out the ND National Guard’s high-tech
small arms marksmanship simulator.

- 2 E——— . i = Y =L [}
Attendees negotiate the rappelling tower on the obstacle
course.

JDCLE attendees ride in a North
Dakota Guard UH-60 Blackhawk
helicopter.

L

JDCLE attendees ride in a Noh Dakota
Guard UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter. 19
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Cadets negotiate the

rope crawl on the
Cadets negotiate the rope slide on the obstacle obstacle course.

course.

5

Physical training/volleyball.

Camp Grafton dining facility,
| a favorite place for hungry
teenagers.

ND Air Guard dining facility crew
kept JDCLE participants well fed.

Barracks room inspection.

Uniform inspection.

Barracks room inspection.

JDCLE graduation pass-in-review ceremony.
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National Blue Beret

By Capt. Karla West, CAP
Sioux Falls Composite Squadron

Imagine an aviation event with over 500,000
visitors and over 10,000 aircraft. This is the
Experimental Aircraft Association’s (EAA) annual
“AirVenture” airshow held in Oshkosh, WI.
Through a partnership with the EAA the Civil
Air Patrol provides a large contingent of cadets
and officers to help the EAA manage the airshow.
This contingent is called the “National Blue
Beret” (NBB), a two week long experience like no
other. CAP members are competitively selected
from wings across the nation to participate in this
prestigious event. As a result of their participation
the cadets are authorized to wear the coveted blue
beret with its prized St. Alban’s pin.

This year, South Dakota Wing had four cadets
receive the honor of representing our state at NBB.
First time NBB Cadets were Capt. Nicole Schneider
(Sioux Falls Composite Squadron), and 1st Lt.
Sullivan Busch and Chief Master Sgt. Christopher
Dinnel, both of Big Sioux Composite Squadron in
Brookings, and returning Blue Beret Maj. Brandon
West (Sioux Falls Composite Squadron).

The first and most important mission of the
NBB program is to assist the EAA with flight line
marshaling operations. Cadets are posted along
taxiways during the operational hours of the air
show to direct pilots to their parking destinations.
Cadets also staff two station towers to observe
aircraft landing on each runway to help keep track
of which aircraft are on the ground. The second
mission is crowd control at the ultra-light and
military aircraft areas. This includes one flight
of cadets dedicated to standing guard around the
clock for the aircraft of the “Thunderbirds”, the
USAF precision flying team. Cadet Chief Master
Sgt. Christopher Dinnel excitedly commented,
“Marshaling the Thunderbirds was one of the
most amazing experiences I have ever had.” The
third mission is emergency services. This entails
locating any lost or overdue aircraft by tracking its
emergency locator beacon (ELT).

NBB Operations are based out of “the com-
pound,” as it is called. This compound includes a
hangar for sleeping, an open field for formations,

'_-_';t{-ﬁ 201 NATIONAL BLUL
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2014 Civil Air Patrol National Blue Beret contingent.
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a communications building
and, most important to every
teenage cadet, a mess hall. The
compound is run entirely by
CAP personnel. Daily respon-
sibilities include everything
from kitchen duty to cleaning
bathrooms and doing laundry
for the 140 cadets and 42 senior
members. With the number of
cadets at NBB, you would think
that it would be hard to get to
know that many cadets, but at
the end of the two weeks, they
have all become one family.

“I felt like, by the end of
National Blue Beret, all of my
fellow berets and I became a
close knit family. It was great
working with such an awe-
some group of people”, said
Capt. Nicole Schneider. 1st
Lt. Sullivan Busch echoed the
sentiment, “At NBB, you don’t
make friends with the people
in your flight, you make fam-
ily. After graduating the two
week activity, I found that I had
twelve new brothers and sisters,
and I didn’t want to leave them
to go home.” &

24

South Dakota Wing cadets
at the 2014 NBB (L-R)
Schneider, West, Dinell,
Busch.

LEFT: Aircraft crowd the
taxiway at AirVenture 2014.



NEW TOP 3 IN CAP

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP
Wing PAO

Civil Air Patrol has a new national commander
— Major General Joseph Vazquez, who was sworn
in on Friday, 15 August at the organization’s 2014
National Conference in Las Vegas. “It will be my
privilege to lead the team of national staff, wing
and region commanders who make CAP simply the
best nonprofit corporation in the country today,”
he said minutes after taking the guidon as national
commander in a time honored change of command
ceremony. Gen. Vazquez, who previously served
as CAP’s national vice commander for three years,
succeeds Major General Charles Carr.

As CAP’s 23rd national commander, Gen.
Vazquez will lead the organization’s 60,000
volunteers across the nation, in US territories and
at military bases overseas in fulfilling its three
congressionally chartered missions — emergency
services, cadet programs and aerospace education.

Brigadier General Larry Myrick, a past com-
mander of CAP’s Pacific Region, was sworn in as
national vice commander during the same change
of command ceremony as was Colonel Larry
Ragland, the new national chief of staff.

Continued . . .

SDWG Wins North Central Region Search
and Rescue Missions Award

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP
Wing PAO

South Dakota’s Civil Air Patrol Wing was noti-
fied on 27 July by CAP’s National Headquarters that
it was selected to receive the North Central Region’s
Search and Rescue Missions Award. This marks the
second time in three years that South Dakota Wing
has received this high honor. North Central Region
commander, Col. Robert Todd, stated that the
award is well merited as the South Dakota Wing has
been both aggressive and innovative in finding new
missions for our aircraft and personnel. Despite its
small size the South Dakota Wing ranks 10th in the
nation (each state is a Wing) in aircraft utilization.

In addition, the South Dakota Wing received
the rarely awarded grade of “Highly Successful”
in its U.S. Air Force graded operational evaluation
in May of this year. Finally, Col. Todd noted that
the South Dakota Wing has been a good steward in
managing its portion of the U.S. Air Force train-
ing funds assigned to them by the North Central
Region and by National Headquarters.

The NCR Search and Rescue Missions Award
was presented to South Dakota Wing Commander

Col. Seten holds the NCR SAR Missions Award.

He is flanked on the left by former CAP National
Commander Major General Charles Carr and on the
right by new CAP National Commander Major General
Joseph Vazquez.

Col. John Seten at CAP’s National Conference
held in Las Vegas on 14-16 August 2014.

CAP’s North Central Region consists of the
Wings in North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
Kansas, lowa, Minnesota, and Missouri. &
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Major General Joseph R. Vazquez

Joseph R “Jog” Wazgquez |s the Natlonal Commancer of Gl Alr
Pelicl. His prirmary duly iz leading CAF's 60,000 volunlae-:s in
fulfillment of the nenprofit crganizasion’s thres coagress anally
chartarec missionz of Emargency Services, Cadat Programs and
Acrespace Education, as well as its steadily increaszing rale in
America’s Homeland Seourity.

As CAP's Malional Commander, he servas as a Major General {Two-
star), "he highes: ranking CAP OFicer. Ha aleno senves 83 CAP's
Chigl Exacutive Oficer and ag an Advisor o the CAF Scard of
Giovernors (BoG), the arganization's governing hody. In sddition, he
leads b ZAP Commars Gouncil (GGG, whase members sarve as
his advisors, and the CAP Senior &dvisaory Group [C345).

Muj Gen Vaeguise weas appo nlsd Lo @ lhrge-year e as Malionwl
CommanderdCEQ on Apnl 4, 2014, As par of QAP's new
governanes siiuclure, his seleelion was made by e BoG — for Lhe
firet timme in the organization's T3-y=ar history. He  assumed
comemand Sug. 13, Z20°£L al CAP's 2014 Malonal Conleranca.

Belora Fis seleclon as MWalionzal CommandenCES, Ma, Gan Vagguee servad as Nalicnal Wice
Commander, assuming cammand on Aug. 18, 2011, Previously. he commanded the mere than 7,000
membsrs of CAP's Niddlse East Rugion — a sewan-slale area on the East Goast from Delawars o South
Caralina. He was appeinted Middle East Region Gommander in 2008, He served a3 GAP's hafional
Operacions Advisor prior te that sppointment. during which fime he restroctured CA™'s core flying
regulasion, CAPR 60-1,

Ma) Gen Vazguez jeined as a Georgia Wing cadet in 19¢0 ana -ose 1o the rank of Cadet Major before
Irarwsilicniryg o Lhe sanior reermbear pragrae in 1978, He goalied as & CA= Ground Taam Lazdar whiles
still @ cadet, and as a senior member became a Mission Pilot in 1586, He subsequaently qualified as a
Flight Instructor anc Check Pilot, and in 1022 bacame an Incident Commander the highesl search and
rescuc rating in CAP. He is currently a gqualified Sheck Filed Examincr in ainplanes and glidors, with 3,525
fhying hours and 480 glider flighte.

Starting in 1%8%, Maj Gen VWazguez se-ved in inoraasing areas of responsibility with CAP. He was
appointed as Commancer of Group 2 within South Carcling Wing in 1989, and from 1290 to 1992 was
Commander af the Wicomico Camposita Squadron in Salisbury, Maryland. He was appainted Group 1
Commandsr with Maryland Wing in 1593 and Group 4 commancer with Yirginia Wing i1 1284, He held
mutiple Wing staff sasignments in Virginia And waAa appa nted Yirginie Wirg Yice Comrmander in 18987
ardd Wing Sommander in 2001, In 2003, ha boecams Vice Commander of CAP's Midd ¢ East Region ard
Iafer the Mational Cperatione Adwisn- n 2007.

A Sawvannah, Genrgia, native and 8 graduate of Warner Rohins High Schoal Maj) Gen Wazquez altenden
s Universily ol Goorgia, carming a Bachiclor of Scicnoo degroc wilk majers in psyehology and compule
soienne. He began his career 83 a scflware engineer with E.l. Dupont at the Savannah River Plant in
Aiken, Sculh Carolina, He ranslzecd o Sompuler Sciences Corporalion {CEC) n 1997 and relingd in
2010 a= an Ope-afionz Manager with C2C's Morth American Service Restoration Team. He e alzo 3
32nd degrea Mason and past master of Temple Lodge 249, Virginig Ancient Free & Accoplad Mozons.

A rasidanl of Hanrico, Virginia, Wa) Gen Vasquas i married o anolhss CAP mamber, Ll Col Leslis
Warquesr, who mast recenty serded az the ormarizaton's Matianal Standardizaton'Evaluation advisor,

CAP Matienal Headquarters & 105 5. Hanaell St & Maxwell AFB, AL 36112 &  334-953-77448
wenargoecivi lairpatrol.com
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Larry F. Myrick iz the Mational Yice Commander of Givil Air Patrol.
His primary doty is to assist CAF Mational Coammander and CEC
Majar Ganaral Joseph B, varquaz in leading GaP's 60,000
valunteers in fulfilment of the nomprofit organizasion™s three
caongressionally charfersd missions of Ememgancy Services, Cadet
Mrograms &nd Asrcspane Educalion, az well az iz steadily
iNGroasing role i1 America's Homeland Securi.y.

As CAP's Mational Vice Commander, Myrick servez as a Brigadier
General [one-ster]. He is slso 8 mamber of the CAP Cormmeand
Council (2EC)L which serves 3z advisors to the  national
camriander, g1d tha CAP Senior Advisary Group [CS5A5 )

Brig Gen Myick was named Mational Vice Commander on June
23, 2014, and assumed command Aug. 15 at CAP's 2014 Mational
Conference As parl of CAF's new Jovernance structure that took
daffec: Cotobar 2012, Maj Gan Yazguesz salkacted Brig Gan Myrick
as Mational Vice Gommander. and he was confinned by GAF's Board of Govemars. The selection
rnarked tha firat fimae in CAF's T3-year histary that the organization’s MNational CommandeZED aelected
the Wice Sammandar,

Befare qis selaction as Mational Vize Commanoer, =ng M) Wynck serdesd as an adwizar o Matkni
CommanderfCECD Maj Gen Charles L Carr. Jr., Maj Gen Vaznuez's predecessar. A& an adwvisor 1o Maj
Gen Gam since August 2013, Brig Sen Myrick waz resparsible for spedal projects and duties az
detennined by the Commaader.

A resident of San Liyia Ooiapa, Califarnia, Col Mynck previouzly commendad st CAP™2 sguadron, grodp,
wing and ragicn levelz. Ha wag Commander of Beb Basvarz Composite Squadron 103 from 1209 o 1293
and he was appainted as Commander Group 11 from 1993 o 1988, He was the Califomia Wing Vice
Lomimandar (or a shorl three noenths in T2H8 until he was appanted Galiternia Wing Comma wdar Tram
15495 to 2003, Brig Gen Myrick was the Facific Region Vice Commandar fror 2006 to 2009 excepd for a
lresg-monlh slicl @s Empong ey Galilurmiza Wing Sormmandar o 2007 wnd Pagilic Region Sarmmgndsr Taim
2015 to 2013,

Active in CAP since he jpingd in 1987, Brg Gen Myrick iz 3 rated ingfrumert pila; and waz aperafionally
qualiiad as an Incidenl Commandes ard Masler Observer. He has parlicipalad in owver © 00 ememgancy
Zerines missinns

He has been on the teaching staffs of the Pacific Region Staff Collzge since 2000 and the Waticnal Staff
Collage since 2005, whara ha gives prezantaticns on leadership and the changing environment of today's
LCAP. He iz alse an adjunct professor gt his alma mater, California Polytechnic State Lniversity, Brig Gen
Myrick sarned & Bachalor of Sciance dagres inanginearing tschnology. He now isaches a =anior-laval
mechanicsgl eng neering desicn course,

Erig e Myrick currertly works for the fimm Integrated Commizsioning & Enengy (ownec by Peggy
Myrick ). wheres by consulls wilh archilachs ard engingesriog Orems on e dasion ol mechaniczl syslarms
arwl cermmizsioning of commenzial buildings. In Jawary 2044, he seld his consult ng meshanizal
anginearing buziness, which he owned for 25 years.

Hiz wifes, Lt Col Paggy Myrick. is also 3 CAP mam ber.

CAP Mational Headqguarters & 105 5. Hanzell 3t & Maxwell AFB, AL 36112 & 334-853-T744
wenprqoCivilairpatrol.com
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Colonel Larry J. Ragland

Colonel Larry J. Ragland of Sanford,
Morth Cardling, s Execubive Officer for
Civil Air Patrol National Commandar and
CED Maj. Gen. Jogepk R, Yazouez,

Appainted to head the national staf® in
June 2014, Col Ragland officially became
Exscutive Cfficer on Aun. 15 wisn Maj
Gan Vazjuez assumed comimancd.

Col Ragland, & 38-year memnber of CAP,
previausly sanved as Middla East Ragian
Commandar. He was appointec Middle
Fast Reginn Commandar an Movembgr £,
2017, after samwing as Infarim Region
Commandar for four months. He was the
Region Wicg Commander from Sepbember
2009 to August 20401, serving under
Yazquez whaen he was the Middle East
Comrmandst, Prior ta that, bhe sereed a
four-year tarm as Morth Carolina Wing
Commandar (2005 2005

Col Ragland's saraca to Civil Air Patrol
began in 1876 and has included Deputy v
Sguadran Commander for Senicrs, Squadron Commandst, Deputy Group Commandsr, Group
Commandsar, and North Cardina Wing Vice Commander.

He is an active Mission Pilot with 2,100 fly rog hours, Incident Commander, and qualfied Air
Brarch Directar with the Morth Carol a Wing. He s also a gualified Sadel Orientation Pilst.

When nal performing SAP duly assignmenls, Gol Raglany praclices Landscape Archileclure in
Ralgigh, Morth Carolina. His award-winning design finm doss a wide range of sito dasign
projects. including schools, parks, subdivisions, housing projects. and shopping centers. The
Gowernor of Morth Carmling appnintad him o the slala’s Board of Registralion for Landscaps
Architacts for bwo four-year terms, and ha has gatcipatad a8 an axam wiitar and axam gradear
for the Mational Landscape Architect Registration Exam (LARE]. In 1996, he was the recipient
of tha Morth Carpling Chapler of the Amencan Socialy of Landscape Archilecls President's
Council Award for “significant and sustained contributions to the profession of Landzcape
Architecture” in his home state.

Col Ragland is married to Ethal A, Ragland and thay hawe two children — a son, Evan Allsn
Ragland of Sanford and a daughter, Ginger Al cia Miller of Redonds Beach, CA. He is the proud
grandfather of Elan and Cohen Miller,

CAP Matienal Headgquarters & 105 5. Hansell 5t & Maxowell AFB, AL 36112 &  334-953-77448
wunar.goecivilairpatrel.com



South Dakota Wing Exhibit at State
National Guard Museum

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP, Wing PAO and
Maj. Todd Epp, CAP, Wing Historian

The South Dakota Wing (SDWG) of the Civil
Air Patrol opened an exhibit at the South Dakota
National Guard (SDNG) Museum in Pierre on
Friday, 8 August 2014. The joint SDWG/SDNG
exhibit, which runs into October, celebrated the
two organizations’ assistance to each other in
accomplishing their missions.

The exhibit featured current and former CAP
uniforms, insignia, patches, awards and copies of
the South Dakota Wing magazine. It also included
current and past equipment such as an aircraft
radio, a ground radio, a global positioning system
and a pilot’s kneeboard. There was a PowerPoint
slideshow with photos of South Dakota Wing and
South Dakota National Guard members and activi-
ties. All the items are identified with descriptions,
with the history of the CAP, cooperation between
the SDWG and the SDNG and other notable and
interesting facts about the SDWG and SDNG on
placards. The SDWG exhibit items are in two large
cases, three mannequins, and two easels.

*’:L-._;gi "ﬂt,y' s,

Ms. Sonja Johnson, Director of the S.D. National
Guard Museum, poses in front of the museum.

=
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Wing Historian Maj. Todd Epp spent a great
deal of time and effort gathering and preparing
materials and organizing the exhibit. The South
Dakota wing owes a debt of gratitude to SDNG
Museum Director Sonja Johnson, herself a ser-
geant in the South Dakota Army Guard, who made
the exhibit possible through her enthusiasm, hard
work and support.

-
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South Dakota Wing Historian Maj. Todd Epp and South

Dakota

Though it may not be on the usual
tour of South Dakota’s Capital City,
the S.D. National Guard Museum
just east of downtown Pierre is full of
the stuff of South Dakota’s military
history. The museum features the
history of the South Dakota Army
Guard since its formation in 1862 and
the South Dakota Air National Guard
since its founding by Medal of Honor
winner Joe Foss in 1946. The museum
is free and is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Maj. Epp’s next project will be cre-
ating a Civil Air Patrol/South Dakota
Wing exhibit at the South Dakota Air
and Space Museum at Ellsworth AFB
in Rapid City.  ®

National Guard director Ms. Sonja Johnson pose before the newly

opened SDWG exhibit at the museum.

31




TORNADO DAMAGE SURVEY MISSIONS

By Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP, Wing PAO

Black Hills Tornado Damage Survey Mission

The Pennington County
Office of Emergency
Management requested South
Dakota Wing conduct a time-
sensitive mission to photograph
damage in the wake of the tor-
nado that touched down in the
Silver City area of the Black
Hills on 27 May. The severe
storm system in the Black Hills
also produced hail up to the size
of golf balls near Keystone, Hill
City, the Pactola Reservoir and
Sheridan Lake. The mission
objective was to provide pho-
tographs with embedded geo-
graphic coordinates of the extent
of the tornado’s damage path.

Black Hills tornado near Silver City.

Responding to the mission request, a SDWG Cessna-182T took off from the Rapid City Regional
Airport with Maj. Craig Goodrich and Lt. Col. Gary Hewett; both highly experienced Mission Pilots, on
board. Their survey mission lasted about 1.5 hours, during which they took nearly 100 high resolution
geo-tagged photos that were hand delivered to the Pennington EOM for analysis.

Wessington Springs Tornado Damage Survey

Mission

Photos used with permission
of FEMA.

On 19 June, the South
Dakota Office of Emergency
Management and FEMA tasked
the South Dakota Wing to fly
a photographic survey mis-
sion over the path of the EF-2
tornado (127 mph winds) that
struck Wessington Springs in
Jerauld County on the 18th.
Both organizations requested
photos showing the entire town

T
Mission Observer Lt. Rob Hinkhouse and Mission Pilot Capt. Neil Schmidt
enter coordinates in the aircraft’s navigation system prior to takeoff.
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to see the path of destruction and
close-up photos of the damage.

A Cessna-182T from the
Sioux Falls Composite Squadron
was assigned the mission. The
aircraft departed Sioux Falls
Regional Airport in mid-after-
noon for a sortie lasting about
2.5 hours. Special care and coor-
dination had to be taken dur-
ing the flight as South Dakota
National Guard aircraft were
also active in the area.

Wing Commander Col. Seten
served as the SDWG point-of-
contact for the mission. The CAP
aircrew consisted of Capt. Neil
Schmid (Mission Pilot), Maj.
Todd Epp (Mission Scanner)
and 1st Lt. Robert Hinkhouse
(Mission Observer). The mis-

Close-up of the damage caused by the Wessington Springs tornado.

sion photos were uploaded for = management officials’ analysis
federal and state emergency  and assessment. &
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Wing Changes of Command and Staff
Appointments

By Col. John Seten, CAP, Wing Commander, and Maj. Bruce Kipp, CAP, Wing PAO

2014 has been a year of changes for South Dakota Wing. As is typical for an organization such as ours
there are what is in effect term limits on command positions. This is to provide opportunities for junior
Wing officers to rise through the various command positions as they gain experience and grow in rank and
seniority. The South Dakota Wing currently has six squadrons. Three of these squadrons changed com-
manders in 2014. In addition, in our mobile society there is a lot of coming and going in any given year.
As a result some of the Wing Staff positions have been reassigned and some new officers appointed.
Changes In Squadron Command

*On 4 March, the then First Lieutenant (now Captain) Shannon Hofer assumed the top
spot in the Big Sioux Composite Squadron in Brookings. He succeeds Capt. Travis Rup
who successfully led the squadron for nearly two years before moving out of the area.
Capt. Hofer is an amazing officer. In addition to his duties as the commander he also serves
as the unit’s Aerospace Education Officer, IT Officer, Logistics, Maintenance, Supply,
Transportation and Safety Officer. He is also the Wing Director of Information Technology.
This multi-talented administrator has even found the time to mentor the squadron’s award b
winning cyber-security team that has so successfully competed in the annual national ¢apt- Shannon

. . " . . an .. Hofer, the new
CyberPatriot computer security competitions. There is no doubt the Big Sioux Composite ... 7. of
Squadron will continue to grow and prosper under Capt. Hofer’s leadership. the Big Sioux

*On 3 Apr11 First Lieutenant Kris Bierwirth became the new commander of the Crazy Composite
Horse Composite Squadron in Custer. She assumed the i%gglr’;’gsm
position from the then Capt. (now Maj.) Sharon Moad
who we all know has led the squadron with dedication and distinction.
In addition to her duties as the commander this talented officer also
serves as the unit’s Assistant Activities Officer, Administrative Officer,
Alerting Officer, Personnel Officer, Public Affairs Officer and Assistant
Information Technologies Officer. As such Kris brings a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience to her new position. I’m confident that she will do a
great job as the new squadron commander.

*On 28 June, over 30 CAP members and family attended the “Change

Outgoing squadron commander,
Capt. (now Maj.) Sharon Moad
(L), presents the squadron guidon
to new squadron commander Lt. 0f Command Party” where the then Capt. (now

Kris Bierwirth (R). Maj.) David Small, Jr. passed the reigns of leader- |s¢
ship of Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron in Spearfish to Capt. William |
Collister. Members from Crazy Horse Composite Squadron, Rushmore Composite ¢

Squadron, Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron and the Air Force Reserve
were present. The squadron in Spearfish is one of our most active and participates
in a broad variety of activities. It has received several well-deserved awards in the
past four few years under Maj. Small. I expect many more good things to come in

. ) Capt. Bill Collister, new
the future for the Lookout Mountain Composite Squadron. co,f,mande,. of Lookout

Wing Staff Appointments Mountain Composzte

In addition to the changes in squadron command I am also pleased to report that Squadron, trains on an
for the year to date the following appointments to the Wing Staff have been made. F radio.
Col. Mike Beason — Wing Inspector General; Capt. Jerry Gabert - Wing Director of Communications
Capt. Collister - Wing Assistant Director of Communications; Capt. Sylvia Small - Wing Finance Officer;
Lt. David Stockinger — Wing Assistant Public Affairs Officer =}
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